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any culture, had achieved political independence, although
it was really not ripe for it. The second Republic was,
however, much too weak to withstand the assaults of
the local politicians who were for the most part adven-
turers. In the capital of Chust, they had set out on a
dangerous course. Polish-Czech relations had for years
been uneasy. Poland had even recalled her Ambassador
from Prague, and relations were only brought to a
normal footing in 1938. That the Polish government
regarded Prague as important is to be seen from the
fact that it appointed the Polish commissar in Danzig,
Papfe, an excellent diplomatist, as Ambassador in
Prague.

In Carpatho-Russia, however, the * Ukrainians * had
seized power. For years there were squabbles amongst
the population. A large number were Little-Russians, and
the government had supported these, especially on the
language question. But the future Prime Minister,
Augustin Volosin, and his friends supported the
Ukrainians. Poland had never regarded these cultural
aspirations with sympathy, for it had its own
Ukrainians on the borders of Carpatho-Russia, who
had obstinately resisted all attempts to be Polonised.
No one will deny that the Ukrainians have the right
to live their own lives. The Soviet Russians, indeed,
have granted them full cultural autonomy, as they
have to all their minorities. Germany, on the other
hand, which had once in 1917 surveyed the corn-
fields of White-Ukraine, would have given a piece
of its National Socialist soul for a partition of the fertile